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Hindu Sects.

given in those works to this practice that has led many
of the Vaishnavas to regard them with little respect.
The reason assigned for .the presentation of blood is
this. When the goddess was weary in her conflict with
the demons she came to destroy, she drank the blood
of her slaughtered foes. By the sight of blood the
satisfaction she had when refreshed by that draught is
brought to mind, and, being in a benignant mood, she
will bestow blessings upon her worshippers. It should
be noticed that it is only to the consort of Siva, not
to himself, that animal sacrifices are offered.

The Vdmdcharis. The members of this sect worship
the goddesses in accordance with the instructions of the
Tantras. Their services are secret, only the initiated
being admitted. They worship Devi (the Sakti of Siva))
Lakshmi, Saraswati, the Matris (i.e. the mothers),
Yoginis, and Dakinis (a sort of ghost, or demon), Siva
himself, under the form of Bhairava, being sometimes
joined with his consort at their feasts. The aim of the
worshippers is to obtain supernatural powers in this life,
and reunion with the deity after death. Their worship
varies with the object to whom it is directed, but it
generally includes one or all of the following : the offer-
ing of flesh, fish, wine, union with women, and mystical
gesticulation.

When it is desired to interview a spirit, a corpse is
necessary. The inquirer must visit a cemetery or burn-
ing ghat alone at midnight, and, seated upon a corpse,
make the necessary offerings. If he can do this without
fear, the Bhutas (spirits), Yoginis, and other goblins
become his slaves.

The principal ceremgnies are not, however, performed
in solitude, but by the members of the sect together,
with a naked woman as the representative of Sakti.